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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR OME NO. 1024-0018, NPS FORM

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATTONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual
properties or districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register_ of
Historic Placeg Reqistration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) . Complete each item
by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering information requested. If an item
does nsot apply to the property being documented, enter n/AY for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classifications, materials, and areas of significance, enter
only categorias and gubcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and
narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, Or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Proparty

historic name Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory

other names/site number

2. Location

T

street & number Florida Avenue at DeWitt Street [ ] not for publication
city Amsterdam [ 1 vicinity
state _New York code NY  county _Monptgomery . code 057 zip code _12010-5793

3, State/Federal Agency Cartification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1266, as
amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] recguest for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register af Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my cpinion, the property [X] meets [ ]
does not meet the National Register criteria., I recommend that thig property be
considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] lecally. ([ ] See
continuaticn sheet for additional comments.)

\Mg\@%ﬁi d <z v [oq

—
Deputy COmmislionaﬁyfcr;ﬁistaric Praservation Dafe

NYs Office of Park Recreation and Historig Pre ervation

in my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register
criteria. ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date
gtara or federal agency and bursau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby, certify that this property is: Signature of keeper Date of Action
[ ] entered in the National Register.
[ ] See continuation sheet.
[ 1 determined eligible for the National
Register.[ ] see continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the Naticnal Register.
other:

—
et
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Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory, Amgterdam, Montgomery County, NY

5, Clagsification

ownership of Property/Category of property/Number of Ressuraas within Property

(Check as many
boxes as apply)

[ 1private

[ Ipublic-local
{x]public-State

[ 1public-Federal

{check box) (do mot include previously listed

regsources in the count)

[x]1building (s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ldistrict 1 1 buildings
[ Isite sites
[ ]1structure structures
[ Jobject : ocbjects

1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
ligted in the National Regiater: NA

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY DOCUMENTATION FORM:

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD ARMORIES IN NEW _YORK STATE

§. Function or Use

Higtoric Function

Current Function

DEFENSE; Armory Vacant

7. Dascription

Architectural Classification Materials

{enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN; Castellated

foundation stone

walls brick and limestone
roof unknown
other

Nareative Descriptien

gee attached continuation sheets.
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OMB No. 1024-0018, NP5 Form

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory
Amsterdam, Montgomery County, New York

gection 7, Description, page 1

Deacription

The Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory (1895), a massive,
brick and stone edifice executed in the castellated style, is
located on the southwest cormeéer sf the intersection of Flerida
Avenue and Dewitt Street in the historic core of South Amsterdam.
{South Amsterdam, originally a separate village on the south side
of the Mohawk River known as Port Jackson, was incorperated into
the city of Amsterdam on the north side of the river in the early
twentieth century.) The gurrounding neighborhoed consists of
altered late nineteenth and early twentieth century middle-class
houses on relatively small lots. geveral altered older commercial
buildings are leccated along Bridge Street north of the armory.
The neighborhood is a locally designated historic district;
ingufficient informaticn exists to evaluate its National Register
sligibility at this time.

The boundary is drawn to encompass the one-acre lot historically
(and currently) associlated with the armory (tax map #55.50-2-30) .
The lot slopes steeply downward to the north as the terrain
descends to the Mohawk River below. The armory is sited on the
highest point, i.e., the asuthern half, of the lot, thexeby greatly

emphasizing its towering, fortress-like character. The north
(front) and east sections of the lot are buttressed with massive
concrete retaining walls. BAn historic photo in the armory’'s

archives shows that the retaining walls originally were of rough-
newn ashlar construction; a small gection of the original wall
survives at the northwest corner of the property. The historic
photo also shows that the original staircase ran straight up the
hill from Florida Avenue; the modern concrete staircase now
approaches the front (north) entrance from DeWitt Street to the
east. Sleping lawns flank the armery to the east and north. A
densely overgrown lot adjoins the armory to the west. A narrow,
paved driveway runs along the rear (south) of the building and
provides access to the small, gravel-covered parking lot at the
southwest corner of the drill shed.

The armory, a massive red brick building with rough-hewn grey
limestene trim, consists of a two-story administration building
with an attached drill shed. Both sections rest on raised,
rusticated stone foundations with rough-hewn water tables. All
construction is of load-bearing masonry. Fenestration throughout
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory
Amsterdam, Montgomery County, New York

Section 7, Description, page 2

the armory is generally symmetrical. All window openings are
rectangular (although some are taller and narrower than others) and
most have rough-hewn limestone lintels and sills and chamfered
brick reveals,

The administration building, i.e., the frent {(north) section of the
facility, is an imposing, medieval-inspired edifice composed of an
asymmetrical main block flanked by two massive corner towers.
Tall, narrow window openings throughout the administration building
contain ones-over-one, double-hung sash. All first-story windows
are protected by irxon bars. A brick parapet, originally
crenelated, encircles the administration building. All
crenelations on the main block and four towers have been filled in
with brick; only the two narrow hyphens between the main bleck and
corner towers retain their original crenelations. The entire
parapet is ambellished with a denticular cornice and regularly
spaced rifle slits, most of which have been partially filled in
with brick.

The focal point of the main block is the entrance pavilien, which
is composed of a massive, round-arched sally port flanked on each
side by a tws and one-half story, engaged tower. The sally port is
trimmed with rough-hewn limestone voussoirs and protected by a
portcullis. The entrance, a steel double-door surmounted by a
gegmentally arched transom light with chamfered brick trim, is
deeply recessed under the sally port. A balccny with stone coping
and corbelled brick trim is located directly above the sally port.
A stone tablet, inscribed "46th Separate Company Armory,” is
located above the balcony. The two towers flanking the sally port
retain their original corbelled brick cornices but have had their
parapet crenelations and rifle slits £illed in with brick.

cctagonal engaged tower at the northeast corner of the main black.
The £irst half-story of the tower consists of thick, hattered walls
of roughly hewn limestone. Evenly spaced one-over-cne, double-hung
windows with roughly hewn stome lintels and sills light the first,
second and third stories. The fourth story features groups of
three small, narrow windows with commeon lintels and sills. The
front facade of the administration building is completed with a
three and one-half story, round engaged tower at the northwest

Towering over the entire administration building is the five-story,
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corner. This tower also features regularly spaced one-over-one,
double-hung windows.

The east and west elevations of the two-room deep adminigtration
building feature regularly spacad ocne=over=one; double-hung windows
with rough-hewn stone lintels and sills and chamfered brick
reveals.

The drill shed, oriented on a north-south axis along DeWitt Street,
extends from the rear (south) of the administration building. it
features a steeply pitched gable roof supported by magsive gteel
trusses and clad with modern asphalt shingles. A& one-gtory shed-
roofed locker room wing with a denticular cornice spans the east
elevation of the drill shed. The locker room wing, <contemporary
with the rest of the facility, features slightly irregular
fenastration: eight pairs of double-hung sash with protective iron
grilles and rough-hewn lintels and sills and one doorway are
unevenly spaced along the east elevation. The west elevation of
the drill shed is obscured by the addition of a mid-twentieth
century garage. This non-contributing one-story garage has a flat
roof.

The two and one-half story rear elevation of the drill shed
features four groups of three windows on the first story and two
groups of three windows on the second story. All of these evenly
spaced windows are tall, narrow, round-arched openings containing
double-hung sash with roughly hewn stone g8ills and chamfered brick
surrounds. A single doorway is centrally lseatad at grade on the
rear facade and a brick chimney rises from the apex of the gable
end.

The interior survives with a relatively high degree of integrity of
design, materials and craftsmanship. In the adminiastration
building, pressed metal ceilings are found in the basement and
first and second stories, although moat first-story ceilings have
peen obscured by modern accustic tiles. A variety of oak woodwork,
including waingcoting, chair rails and door and window trim,
survives intact, particularly on the sacond story. Plaster walls
algs survive intact, although some have been obscured by modern
paneling. The entrance hall is virtually intact; notable features
include the oak staircase and paneled double-doors into the drill
shed. The east half of the first story, once a large open space,
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has been subdivided inte emall office spaces; the west half the the
first story contains its original small office spaces, but modern
paneling and dropped ceilings have been added.

The second story of the administration building survives virtually
intact. The sastern half is occeupied by the company meeting room
(now known as the Kennedy Room), a large open space containing an
elegant oak mantel and a variety of originmal furniture (glass-freont
bookcases, numerous wooden chairs and a massive meeting table).
The former reading room, housed in the northeast corner tower,
adjoins the Kannedy Room: the archway inte the reading room is
decorated with a pair of spindle friezes with the abbreviation "NG
46 NY" worked into the design. (The armory was buile for the 4éth
Separate Company of the New York Natiomal Guard.) The west half of
the second story contains the commander’'s office and officers’
meeting room with a variety of intact features including a handsome
mantel, oak wainscoting, pressed metal mailings and oak woodwerk
around door and window openings.

Notable features in the drill shed include the original hardwood
floors, wainscot ceiling and elegant balcony rails. The locker
room, adjeining the east elevation of the drill shed, contains
original oak lockers with decorative piexced designs. The
northeast corner of the drill shed, underneath the balcony, has
been subdivided into modern office and storage spaces. The mess
hall and kitchen faciliries are located in the basement under the
locker room and eastern halft of the drill hall; the former rifle
yange is located under the western half of the drill hall. Other
than the pressed metal ceilings and original spatial configuration,
there is little of historical note in the basement.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark an "x" in one or more boxes for the

criteria qualifying the property for National

Regigter listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that
have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our histoxy.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property that embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of esnstruction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic wvalues, or represents a signif-
jcant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to
yield, information important in pre-
nistory or history.

Criteria Considerations: NA

[ 1] A owned by a religious institution
or used for religious purposes.

[ 1 B removed from its original location.
[ 1] ¢ a birthplace or grave.

[ 1 Da cemetery.

Arsa of Eignificance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Military History

Architecture

Pariod of Significance

1895

Significant Dates

1895

Significant Pezaon

(Complete if Criterion B is marked
above.)

na

cultural Affiliation

na

[ ] B a recenstructed building, object
or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property. Architect/Bullder

[ 1] @ legss than 50 years of age or Isaac Perry, State Architect
achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

See attached continnation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographical References

gee attached continuation sheets

Previcus documentation on file (NPS) ¢ Primary location of additional data:

[ 1 preliminary determination of individual
listing (36 CFR 67} has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previocusly determined eligible by the
National Register

[ 1] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American EBuilding
Survey #

[ 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

[X] State historic preserxvation
office

[ ] Other State agency

[ ] Federal agency

[ ] Local government

[ 1 University

[ ] other

Name of repository:

Division for Historic Preservatiocn
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gection 8, Significance, page 5

statement of Significance

The Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory, completed in 1835, is
srahitecturally and historically significant as an intact,
representative example of a late nineteenth century armory built to
house a local unit of the New vork State Army National Guard.
Designed by State architect Isaac Perry for the 46th Separate
Company, the armory retains a high degree of integrity of design,
materials, craftsmanship, feeling and association and embodies the
three distinctive characteristics of the property type &as discussed
at length in the Multiple Property Documentation Form Army National
Guard Armories in New York State (Section E: Historic Qverview) .
First, it gerved not only as a military facility and social club
for the National Guardsmen, but also as a civic monument designed
to gymbolize governmental strength and presence within a community
and to inspire fear, awe, pride and patriotisd; sassnd, in form and
plan, it consists of an administration building with an attached
drill shed at ground level; third, in design and decoration, it
reflects the influence of medieval military architecture. The
armory is also historically significant for its association with
National Guard, an integral component of the American military

system.

Typical of armories designed by State Architect Isaac Perry in
upstate New York during the late nineteenth century, the Amsterdam
Armory is a fortress-like, castellated gtyle edifice designed to
inspire fear and awe among the so-called "dangerous lower classes'
{i.e., Anarchists, tocialists and Communists as well ag most
immigrants and 1aborers) and pride and patriotism among the law-
abiding middle and upper classes. Like all other Perry-designed
armories, the Amsterdam Armory reflects the influence of medieval
military architecture and the Richardsonian Romanesque style,
including bold, massive proportisns, pelychrome brick and stene
magonry censtruction, a raised and battered stomne foundation,
soaring four- and five-story towers {originally with crenelated
parapets), and massive, stone trimmed arcading.

The Amsterdam Armory is one of nearly twenty extant armories
attributed to Perry. (According to currently available
information, as many as forty armories are believed to have been
designed [or overseen] by Perry.) The Rmsterdam Armory is typical
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Section 8, Significance, page &

of Perry's designs for relatively prosperous mid-sized communities:
although not as grand as Perry’'s armories in the major cities of
Brooklyn and Buffalo, it is far grander than his designs for
armories in smaller communities such as Hocsick Falls or Mohawk.
An ardery virtually identical te the Amsterdam Armory is located in
Wwalton (Delaware County; NRE: May 1993); examples of armories
similar to Amsterdam’s are found in Hornell, Glens Falls,
whitehall, Tonawanda, Hudson and Ogdenshurg. (The Hornell and
Glens Falls armories are already listed in the National Register
and the other three were determined eligible in May 1893. See
scction E [Historic Overview] of ths MPDF for further discussicn of
Perry.)

The Amsterdam Armory is also historically significant under
criterion A for its association with American military history in
genezral and Army National Guard history in particular. (The armory
was built for the 46th Separate COmMpany; little information is
currently available about that company.) The history of the
National Guard (and the significance of its related armories) is
discussed at length in Section E (Historic Overviaew) of the
Multiple Property Documentation Form for Armv National Guard
Armarieg in New York State. In summary, the volunteer militia
(i.e., the National Guard) has been, and to a large extent still
ig, the backbone of the American military system since the Colonial
era. The Amsterdam Armory, like virtually all other Naticnal Guard
armories, remains a prominent visual reminder of and monument to
the pivotal role played by the volunteer militia in American
military history.

Remaining in use as an active military facility until early 19594,
the highly intact Amsterdam Armory remains an imposing civic
monument and important local landmark in the city, recalling the
long and distinguished history of the New York National Guard.




(Page 10 of 13)

OMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form

United States Daepartment of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory
Amsterdam, Montgomery County. New York

Section 9, Bibliography, page 7

Major Bibliographical References

Albany, New York. Division for Historic Preservation. Research
files.

Amsterdam, New York. Amsterdam Armory. Research files.

Fogelsen, Robert M. America’s Armeries: Architecture,
Society and Public Order. Boston: President and Fellows of

Harvard College, 1989.

Haynes, Wesgley. "Igaac G. Perry," M.A. Thesis, Columbia
University, 1883.

Wright, Capt. Robert K., and Hylton-Greene, Renee. A Brief
History of the Militia and the National Guard. Washington,
D.C.: 19B6.
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Amsterdam (46th Separate Company) Armory, Amsterdam, Montgomery CoOunty, NY
0. Geographical Data

Acreage of proparty, approx. 1 acre

UT™ Referances
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

A lilel Islelslalilol Jlal7|sizlalslO] S T R I O I A A A B A A B i
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

c T T Tt 11 S T T T My L tt
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

verbal Boundary Descripticn

The boundary coincides with legal lot lines of the nominated parcel as delineated on the
attached county tax map {55.50-2-30)

Boundary Justification
The boundary was drawn to encompass the fullest extent of land historically and

presently associated with the nominated armory which, in this case, coincides with the
full parcel on which the building is sited.

11. Form Prepared Bv

name/title _Nancy L. Todd, Program Analyst

organization _NYSHEO, Division for Historic Preservation date_ April 1394
street & number Peebles Igland, PO Box 189 telephone 518-237-8643
eity or town Watgzford state _NY __zip code 12188-0189

Additional Documentation

submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuaticn Sheete

Maps

A USes msp (7.5 or 15 minute sexies) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage ©OF
numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items
(check with the SHPQ or FPO for any sdditienal items)
Property Owner
(Complete this item at the raequest of SHPO or FPO.)

name
strest & number
city or town state 2ip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications
to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties fox listing or
determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.
Raspenge to this request is required te obtain a benefit in accordance with the Naticnal
Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et sed.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to
average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering
and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Sservice, P.C. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the

Office of Management and Budget, paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington,
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